
Introducing: 

“Resources for Domestic 
Violence Awareness and 

Prevention”



The Members of WHOLE
Disciples invite you to 

learn about  Resolution 
GA-1928 

A Call to See and 
Respond to the Crisis of 

Domestic & Intimate 
Violence



The Members of WHOLE
Disciples include:
 
Rev. Courtney Armento
Rev. Yvonne McCoy, in memoriam
Rev. YaNi Davis
Rev. Dr. Kate Epperly, in absentia
Pastor Renae Earl

Rev. Amie Vanderford
Rev. Joe Michael 
Rev. Dr. Claudella Koen
Rev. Dr. Crystal Walker
Rev. Dr. Galen Goben
Rev. Olivia Updegrove



Rev.  Courtney Armento

Meet The Co-Authors of  GA-1928 

Rev. Yvonne D. McCoy



WHOLE Disciples Milestones

2019 2020

July 2019
Adopted GA-1928 at 

General Assembly

September 2019
Tethered1.org  content and 

Un*Silence Domestic 

Violence training and 

resources launched. 

February 2020
Working with NBA to 

develop WHOLE

October 2020
WHOLE Presenting to 

Regional Assemblies 



What is WHOLE doing?
Providing resources 
and a blueprint to 
successfully support 
those suffering in 
your midst 

Providing 
accessible 
specified  
education to 
clergy 

Providing 
engaging Healthy 
Relationship 
workshops for 
teens and young 
adults 



Story Telling:

Rev. Dr. Crystal 
Walker



How many pandemics are currently raging 
in our collective social landscape?



How many of you believe that 
Domestic Violence is happening in 

your community?



Let’s look closer 
...



Based on the statistics, 
one of these women is 
keeping a secret about 
living with abuse. 

Gemma Chua-Tran on Unsplash

3 women per day 
are killed by 
current or former 
partners ~ NNEDV

https://unsplash.com/@gemmachuatran?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/diverse-group?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


Based on the statistics, 
2 out of 3 children are 
exposed to trauma and 
violence.



Based on the 
statistics, 1 in 4 
men live with 
abuse. 

Gender and 
Non-Binary Folx 
LGBTQIA +

Matheus Ferrero on Unsplash

https://unsplash.com/@matheusferrero?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/men?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


Based on the 
statistics, 1 out of 
3 teens experience 
dating violence.



Based on the 
statistics, 15.7% 
of seniors are 
subjected to 
abuse.



Every 1 in 3 people experience 
Domestic or Intimate Partner 
Violence.

This is a Visual Representation 
of what it  looks like.

These numbers include  our 
congregations!



https://ga.disciples.org/resolutions/2019/ga-1928/

Excerpts 
from 
GA-1928 



Denial is the 
most 
problematic 
stance in our 
cultural 
landscape 
around abuse.



Why is Domestic Violence the best kept secret? 

*Shame
*Stigma 
*Silence
Our work is to
Dismantle S3

Ti
In this 
example, 
we’re 
leading 
off with 
somethin
g 
uexpecte
d. 

While the 
audience 
is trying 
to come 
up with a 
number, 
we’ll 
surprise 
them with 
the next 
slide.



What are 
we missing
in our 
churches?

Brock DuPont on Unsplash

https://unsplash.com/@brockdupont?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/diverse-group?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


What is 
happening 
in our 
churches? 

This is Real



What are 
we missing
in our 
churches?



Educational 
Imbalance! 



Why are 
hairstylists 

more 
well-trained 

than our 
pastors?



We Voted &
Adopted 
GA-1928,

Here are our 
collective 
next steps











1. Ask your region to put DV resources for 

your area on their website and email 

newsletters

2. Take action to bring resources, 

workshops, and prayer events to your 

community

3. Stay aware and engaged, & become a 

safer space to those in your midst

GA-1928 
Invites You To...



You can get started on your journey of 
empowered Un-Silencing by:
● Visiting TETHERED1.ORG/Resources. The tools you need 

are all there for you. 
● Take the 5 hour self guided online course “Un*Silence 

Domestic Violence” to educate yourself and your laity- 
visit https://www.thresholdsofthesoul.org/unsilence

● For free sermons on domestic violence, visit 
https://sojo.net/sermon/series/100-sermons-violence
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Q & A:



A Poetic Moment

Rev. YaNi Davis 

Ksenia Makagonova on Unsplash

https://unsplash.com/@dearseymour?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/question-mark?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


Woke

Healed

Organic

Liberated

Educated

    DISCIPLES 

“A Movement to Eradicate 

Domestic and Intimate Partner 

Violence”

Reach us at 

Tether2God@gmail.com 



You cannot help heal what you don’t 
understand. 


