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We met as strangers. We left orientation liking each other. We lived for a 
month thinking we are with crazy and weird people. Now we are planning our 
futures together. These four sentences summarize my time well spent with the 
two of you. 
 
We made many good memories and, thanks to technology, we are able to 
capture some of them: our stroll along Golden Gate Bridge; our hike, climb, 
bike, and walk to restricted areas; our first ocean adventure together in what 
we call a “nude beach”; our adorable Christmas photo; our climb to the Joshua 

Tree National Park sign to take a picture; our hike at Joshua Tree National Park; our trip to Arizona to 
watch the USWNT’s Victory Tour—to name a few. I know we will make more memories together.  
 
The community we have built and are building together has grown into me. If there will come a day or a 
time when we will act like strangers again, let us sit and remember all the fond memories we made 
together. Let us remember how, in 10 months, we became a family. 

 

 
 
 
NBA XPLOR is a 10-month service residency opportunity for young adults ages 21-30, with the purpose of 
empowering young adults to discern and develop a “heart for care” as they live together in simple community, 
engage in direct service and justice work, engage in leadership development, and discern their vocational calls to 
honor the various communities they are called to serve. Learn more and apply at nbacares.org/xplor. 


